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ag HO’ fhave not in my Noartbers 
Pilgrimage had an immediate 
Communication with London, nor 
am concern’d-in your Hurries, your Club- 
bing and Caballing, Sz Yet I lately made 
a Trip into my native Country, and took 
Occafton to view what was doing in fume of 
your Northern Parts And really, my 
Country-men, you are a'ftrange Kind of 
People, a Man cannot fet his Foot in the 
remoteft Part of this Party-ridden Nation, 
but he fees M2tter of Remarks, and Occafi- 
op totalk to you in the Language of Sa. 
tyr. 
ch Man is no fooner in England, he can- 
not (et his Foot over the Burder, but he falls 
a Party-making, a Dividing, a Caballing, 
Church againft Diffenter, and Diffenter a- 
gainft Church, nay Church againft Church, 


aid Diffenter agaiof Diffenter, Father a- 
gainft Son, and Son agaioft Father, aod 
what do you think is the prefent Subje@t; 
is a ftrange Subjedt, I confels ; range, com: 
fidering what the Parliaments of Exglandiin 
feveral Seffions have done to. prewent it, 
what A@s of Parliamept have pe made, 
what Penalties haye been charged upenhe 
Faét, and what Examples have been made 
inthe Houfe, on thefe Accoynts!- 

But to fpeak of that by i¢ felf,yiet usta 
little confider the thing it felf.4 _ is it noe 
ftrange, that as foon,as ever the Period of 
a Parliament (ha'l:be put ia..View, tho’a 
Year. remote, the Gentlemen of, the Coun 
try fhall be forming themfelves into Clubs, 
and making Interefts and Parties all over 
the Nation for a new Bi¢ftion | I doinoe 
‘ay they are treating, and bribing, and. 
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Spending Movey now upon the EleQors, up- 
on the Freeholders and Free-men, and buy- 
ing, be-fpeaking, cajoling the poor blinded 
People into felling their Country, to they 
do notknow who— But I do fay, they are 
making Interefts for a new Eledlion in a 
great many Places 5 and what is underftood 
by making Intereft, let the Country explain: 
Iwifh, fome were to ask the Queftion, that 
can demand an Anfwer, J mean, that could 
ae require an Anfwer, and punifh the 
Fatt. 
Imuft confefs on one Hand, allowing the 
Methed to be juft, which, Ly she Way, I by wo 
Means do grant, but for Argument Sake, 
allowing it to be juft, yeti is not fair Play 
to the Members of the Houfe, who are now 
fitting, and who are abfent from Home on 
the Service of their Country, thac thele 
Gentlemen fhould be fupplanting: their Ia- 
tereft among their Friends, 

Iknow, ’tis objeéted, that they do not 
breakthe Law, if they do treat and {pend 
Money at this Diftance, for the A& of Par- 
liament reftrains them from the Fire of 
iMuing out the Writ. 

This, Iconfefs, is juft like all our other 
PraQice in England, of evading the Mean- 
ing of our Laws by adhering to the Lecter 
of them. The true Intent and Meaning of 
the A& of Parliament was to prevenc the 
fcandalous Cuftom of Bribery, and other ill 
Praétices made Ule of in Eleétions of Me m- 
bers of Parliament. Wil) any Man fay, it 
was defign’d to prevent Bribery, after che 
Writ was iffued out for the Ele@lion, but 
that all the fame Extravagancies were law- 
tul:co the very Date of the Writ ? —This is 
our Unkappinefs in England, that we make 
jt our Study not to obey, but to evade the 
Law} and wheneveran A& of Parliament 
is made'againft a fcandalcus Praftice, we 
lay. all cur:Heads together to find out Me- 
thids, how'we may commit the Crime, 
without incurring the Penalty. This is 
one Occafion of that common receiv’d Max: 
im, That England has the beft Laws, the 
worft executed ofany Nation in ike World, 

But give me Leave, O ye mad Men cf 
England, who are every Day fellirg your 
Birth Rights, fora worfe Triflethan E/zu 
did his Was this Aét of Parliament made 
for vour Advanrage or veur Prejidice ? if 
the lafl, why dv ycu not reprefent it to the 


Houle, and get it repealed, as no doubt you 
might upon Proof, that it was really injuri- 
ous tothe Nacion ; But if ic be advanta- 
geous to you, why willy unot fufferonly, 
but aflilt in the Breach of ic? E/ax wasa 
hungred, and ready to perifh,it feems, and 
fo parted with his Birth-righr on fome real 
Pretence ; but you chat drink up your Li- 
berty in Ale. cannor pretend Thirft, but 
you gorge your felves with the Life-Blood 
o: your Country, and go home drunk with 
the Poifon ot your own Libercies 5 Wretch- 
ed, blinded Miferables, that take Bribes to 
entrut your Nation, your Families,: your 
Freedom, your P.fterity, your Eftat:s, and 
your Religion, with chole whom you ought 


_foexpeti, wil) expofe and betray them ! 


I confefi, this looks at firft like a hard 
Saying, becaufe thefe may be very honeft 
Gentlemen that endeavour to get in; but 
how will this Queftion be anfwer’d, why 
he fhould- give fix Pence to be chofen a 
Member of Parliament, that cannot getfour 
Pence honeftly by fitting there ? I forbear to 
enter any farther into this, which is the 
Subflance of the Argument, I fhall deferrir, 
till the proper Seafon of Fleétions comes 
on, when GOD willing, I thall give it its 
due Anfwer, and {peak atlargeto it, tince 
I look upon the enfuing Eledlion to be one 
of the moft critical Occafions, that may 
happen to Britain in fome Ages. 

But the Cafe before me feems to call for 
fome Re marks, which I hope may be ufeful s 
the Houle of Commons, now fitting, have 
found Occafion to obferve the Abfence of 
their own Members, infomuch that the 
have thought fic to order'the Sheriffs of the 
Counties to give a Kind of Summons to 
thofe, «hoare yet in the Country to attend 

This, asa Step which has not been Jate. 
ly, nor J believe frequently taken, fignifies 
to us, that femeof the Members ore not yet 
pleafed to beat the Heufe 3 I thal an 
much as foggeft, that they remain behind to 
fecure their Intereft in the Cafe of 3 ne 
Ele€tion, but this I may fay, I hope Ms 
any Offence, if they do ftay behind on tha 
Account, ’tis a farther Proof, that this anti : 
paring of Ele@ions isa mifchievous frees 
and I could lay more of its M'(chiefs to 
were it not that Trather aim at its be; is 
rectify’d, than at expofing the Perfons © 
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And why is this early Application made, 
if ic be not really to take the Opportunity 
of the Abfence of the prefent Members, to 
fupplant their Intereft, and fecure the Peo: 
ple againit them? Indeed, Gentlemen 
Freeholders, this is but a very forry Retura 
to them, jor their applying themfelves to 
the faithful Service ot their Country, and 
their traveiling {0 many hundred Miles to 
reprefent you. Again, "tis uajutt, for ir és 
referving your felves no Room to ,.dge, 
whether they are weerhy or unworthy py 
their Behaviour, fince you engage your 
Voresagainft them, w.thout waiting to fee 
how they ferve you now they are in. 

Upon the whole, it is unkind to them, 
upju't co your felves, and treacherons to the 
Whole Nation ;. and I believe, all the ho- 
neft, unbiafs’d, impartial Lovers of their 
Country would joyn Heart and Hand to 
have it redrefs’d, 

Buc how muff it be done, faysone now, 
that is rather willing to make it difficult than 
fee itfolv'd? O, Sir, it is fo catie to be done, 
thet it would feem a Prefurrption in me to 
mention it ; one Claufe added to the old 
Aét for regulating El<étions, to make it cri- 
minal; cither te give any Money, Treat, or 
any other Contideration at all, as well before 
asatrer the iffuing che Writ, this would.do 
it-—But it ic be objréted, that this will be 
evaded, and Ways fouod out—I offer, 

That an'Ad@ of Parliament making it For- 
feiture of a Right of voting on the Eleétor, 
and unqualiifying to ferve tor ever in the 
Perfon to be eleGed, if direétly or indireét- 
hy, cither by Word, or Gift, Expence, Con- 
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Entred upon a Propofition in my latt, 

for the Encouragement of our Colohies 
in America, | hope, no Body will be fo weak 
to imagine, I place all the Collomies Im- 
provement upon that of New England only, 
J msy in Time {peak of the reft, buc I men- 
tion this fir, becaufe it was the Place point- 
ed at by thofe, whoin former Days thought 
it the publick Intereft to crufh and difcou- 
rage cur Collonies, and under that Notion 


fideration, or Obligation; any Perfon fhould 
fo much as be {poker to, or asked for his 
Vote before the Day of Ele@ion, and nena: 
the Place of Election. 

If poffible ir thould be made Criminal, fo 
inuch as to talk of the Bleétioa, or mencion 
the Names ot the Candidates, that Notice 
fhould be given at the feveral uwfual Places, 
doth of the Day of the Bleétion, and che 
Perfons who propofe themfelves to be 
chofen, at the fame time and no (ucner, and 
that no Man fhould be follicited one Way or 
other,on the Penalties aforefsii. 

\ could enter a great ‘ ay into the par- 
ticular Methods to ‘make fuch an tt ef. 
fe€tual ; but chat isnot fo much to the Pu. - 
pofe, as to: tell you, when it’ was made et- 
fe€tual, how advantageous it’ would bé to 
the Nation, and what. Mifcbiefs ic ‘would 
prevent. 

The prefent Cale is only in Re‘pe& to the 
fo long anticipating che Elie€tions, and +t 
wifh, {were at Liberty to launch oat a lit- 
tle in the very unhappy Confe quences cfie: 
I doube not but it would move the Hi ule to 
take it into Confideratiqn, and to Jet che 
World fce, that the late A&@tof Parliament 
was not made only to limit Treating and 
Bribiag toa certain Time, oras { may (ay, 
put it at a greater Diftance from the Time 
of Ele&ticns buethat irs Incestand Mean- 
ing was to remove fuch a fcandalous Practice 
from the very Nation, if pofhble, and re- 
ftore the Election of our Reprefencatives to 
its primitive Freedom, and to thdt Intpare 
tiallity of Voting ; this the Nature ‘of the 
Tf requires. 
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allthe reft fuffer’d, whether they had D#/- 
fenters among them or not. 

Now, biefied he GOD, that Devil of 
Divition is laid among us; and a Calm of 
Spirit feems to biefs our Conftiwtion ; +I 
think, itcannot be amifs to «xpofe the Folly 
of this Nation, that-when thefe little Sifters 
who have no Breafts come in Remembrance 
beforeus, we may not ftand in the Way ‘ot 
their Bleffiags, from a miftaken Predlte 

sa 
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xqiled upon old: antiquated Politicks, abfurd 
hike the whole ‘Managément of the Days, 
they were praétifed in. 

‘To come direély comy Argument about 
the Collanies of NV. England, 5c, fetting up 
ror an Jadependency of England, and that to 
make them great fhould endanger it. 

Suppofe now, and I would to GOD the 
Experiment was made fuppofe I'lay, that 
‘N: England, New York, and the adjacent 
Collonies, by the Encouragement already 
mention’d, were grown fo great, chat they 
had, fay for Argument Sake, a Million of 
People more than they now have, amd that 
chefe, by the great Export of Timber, and 
Piank, Oak, and Firr, Deals, Baulks, Ro- 
zin, Pitch, Tarr, Hemp, Flax, Iron, and 
Copper, were fully employ’d, and grown 
very rich. 

suppofe again, that they had conftantly 
employ’d, as before, 500 Sail of great Ships, 
and a Multitude of Sloops and Barks for the 
River and Coaft Navigation ; that they had 
20000 able Scamen, and all the reft of the 
pofhble Advantages, fuch a vaft Encreafe 
could make forthem, after perhaps 50 or 
Ico Years enjoying this Trade; in fhort 
fupp: fe them as rich and as great as you 
pleafe.’ 

We'll fuppofe now, that according to the 
Nature of Map, or perhaps of 7rue-Born- 
Englifh-men, they, fhould fly inthe Face of 
their Benefalors, and fet up for them- 
felves, caft off the Englifh Yoke, and de- 
clare themfelves a free People, build them- 
{elves Forts and Fleets to defend themfelves, 
and defie us juft in every Article, as my 
Lord WISDOME thought he forefaw in 
former Days -Pray, what would this 
come to, let us examine a little on either 

nd? - 

r. On their Side, one of thefe two States 
it muft refolve into ; firft, that they would 
only fhift their Mafters, and put themfelves 
under the Prote&ion of another Nation; 
o1 fecondly, that they would only be perfe&- 
ly independant of all Nations, and.at Liber- 
ty upon the Foot of theirown Power; to 


the firft 1 (ball (peak by it felf, bue J am 
SE 


Wes upon the Jaff, and fuppofe .this.dae 
then. 

2.-On our Side, what muftwe do? I'll 
fuppole for once, we fhould find them fo 
ftrong, we fhould noc think fic to attack 
them, id order to reduce them to their O 
bédience, as indeed their Diftance confider- © 
ed might be———On the other hand, there 
would be no Manner of Need of it ; for put 
us like the weaker fide only on the Defews 
five, and only by one A& among cur felves, 
put a Stop to our Trade with them. 

1. At once you ftop the Trade to Eng. 
land for thee Timber, &c.. by ‘taking of 
the Bounti granted, and reftoring’ the 
Trade to Norray, by taking off t'e Impoft 
laid on 3 this at cnce puts them into all 
pofible Confufion on thar fide, for, as 7 
foall (hew after, no other Nation can give 
them the fame Encouragement, or if they 
could, isit worth their while todoit ? Thus 
all the Ships would lie by the Wallsimme- 
diately, their 200¢0 Seamen run abroad in- 
to foreign Service, and their Families ftarve 
athome; all their River- Navigation would 
ceafe, and the Thoufands employ’d in the 
Woods want Work ————. In fort, a full 
Stop would be put to their Trade, fur they 
could carry Naval Stores to no Port in the 
World, but where the Danes and Swedes 
would come above $0 per Cemt.cheaper than 
they could, where then would they makea 
Trade ? Thatas this Tradefoegen with Eng- 
Jand, it would die with England’s purting a 
aStop toit, and allthe Wealth, they got 
by it, would of Confequence entail their 
Dependance upon England in the moft abe 
folute and indiffulvible Manner poffible 
binding them to us for ever by the Bonds of 
their own known [otereft, which jn right 
Reafoning could “not be broken, for the 
Hour they broke this Engagement, the 
fet their Hands to their own Deftru&ion i 

2. By the fame Method of Prohibition 
you cut offin a moft effeétual Manner the 
Trade to our Ifland Colonies, which is an- 
other Branch of their Dependance, and 
which becaufe it is capable of more Obie@i 
ons, I fhall deferrto my next, ' oa 
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